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To  the  Chairman  and  Membcrg  of 
Crook  and  Willitigton  U.D.C. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Prefacing  the  following  remarks  I would  like  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment Staff  and  to  their  loyal  co-operation  in  maintaining  the 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  number  6 area. 

The  year  has  been,  in  most  ways,  an  uneventful  one. 
The  birth  rate  has  been  the  lowest  during  the  past  six  years 
while  the  death  rate  has  been  the  highest  in  the  past  six 
years,  but  these  rates  are  not  significant  statistically  in  view 
of  the  small  numbers  involved. 

It  would  appear  that  diphtheria  is  on  its  way  out  as 
a major  killing  disease,  but  the  number  of  people  appearing 
for  immunisation  are  still  too  few.  As  regards  Scarlet 
Fever,  this  disease  lhas  lost  much  of  its  potential  disabling 
power  and  would  appear  to  be  on  its  way  out  as  a disease 
of  importance. 

Tuberculosis  is  still  one  of  the  dangers  in  this  area 
and,  although  country  ,'widc,  it  appears  to  be  on  the  decline. 
It  will  be  some  time  before  it  Can  be  regarded  as  a minor 
disease.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  public  are  becoming 
increasingly  conscious  of  the  dangers  inherent  in  the 
acquisition  of  this  disease,  not  only  from  their  own  personal 
point  of  view,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of  their  relatives 
and  neighbours.  This  is  a very  encouraging  factor  and 
should,  ill  the  end,  vastly  help  to  make  the  disease  a thing 
of  the  past. 

Mass  Radiography,  the  introduction  of  BCG  vaccin- 
ation, the  use  of  the  newer  antibiotics  will  all  go  a great 
way  lo  reducing  this  <liscasc  to  a fraction  of  its  former  self, 
but  it  is  still  evident  that  great  attention  must  be  paid  to 
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contacting  those  who  have  been  exposed  to  the  infection 
from  open  cases.  Your  Department  is  fully  aware  of  this 
and  will  continue  its  efforts  to  persuade  those  who  have  been 
in  contact  with  open  cases  to  submit  themselves  for  full 
examination  at  regular  intervals. 

In  this  connection  I am  fully  convinced,  and  would 
put  it  forward  in  this  report  that  every  employee  of  local 
government,  when  he  is  employed,  and,  at  regularly  yearly 
intervals,  after  he  is  employed,  should  have  an  x-ray  exam- 
ination of  his  chest  to  ensure  that  the  disease  in  its  earlier 
forms  is  detected.  This  may  seem  rather  a drastic  step  but 
1 think  that  you  are  all  aware  that  tuberculosis  is  a disease 
which  , from  an  economic  point  of  view,  and  from  an 
economic  and  domestic  point  of  view,  has  very  crippling 
effects  and  the  more  we  can  do  to  out-law  it  from  the 
people  the  better  the  people  will  be. 

There  was  a sharp  outbreak  of  measles  during  the 
last  part  of  the  year  in  Page  Bank  but  it  was  of  the  milder 
variety.  The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  notified  during  1954  was  less  than  half  the 
number  notified  during  1953. 

A separate  section  of  the  Report  compiled  by  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  with  general  sanitary 

conditions  in  the  area  during  the  year  under  review. 

In  conclusion,  1 think  there  is  room  for  satisfaction  in 
the  progress  of  public  health  in  your  area,  but  there  is  no 
room  for  complacency.  Every  effort  should  continue  to  be 
made  to  reduce  particularly  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  and 
to  encourage  better  food  handling. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  MACGREGOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Population  (Reg'istrar  General’s  Estimate  - Mid 


Year) 

• • • * • • 

. . . 

27,120 

Area  i(in  Acres) 

• • • • • • 

• . . 

15,476 

Number  of  Inhabited 

Houses 

• • • 

8,616 

Rateable  (Value  (mid  1954) 

• • • 

£113,356 

I’roduct  of  Penny  Rate  (mid  1954)  ... 

... 

£425 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

367 

192 

175 

Illegitimate 

13 

6 

7 

380 

198 

182 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population 

... 

... 

14.01 

General  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales) 

15.20 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimatje 

10 

6 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

11 

7 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  ... 

... 

14.42 

DEATHS 

/ 

Total 

Males 

Females 

359 

191 

168 

Death  Rate  ]>er 

1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population 

• • • 

13.85 

Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales) 

... 

11.30 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Puerperal 

Sepsis 

• • • 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  year 

of 

age 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

15 

11 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

16 

11 

5 

Deaths  of  Infauits  under  4 weeks 

of 

age 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

12 

9 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

13 

9 

4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  Infants  ])er  1,000  live  births  ...  42.10 

Lcg’itiniatc  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  39.47 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  2.63 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (England  & Wales)  25.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  49 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  — 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Past  6 Years. 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 
under  1 year 

Birth  Rate 

1949 

12.98 

47.19 

16.23 

1950 

11.52 

38.00 

18.29 

1951 

13.52 

65.98 

14.32 

1952 

12.22 

30.95 

15.36 

1953 

12.54 

33.08 

15.50 

1954 

13.85 

42.10 

14.01 

8 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


1 Males 

1 

I 

Feniale8 

1 Tuberculosin,  Respiratory 

i 1 

0 

2 Tuberculosis  Oblier 

0 

0 

3 Syphilitic  Diseases  .. 

u 

0 

4 Diphtheria 

0 

0 

5 Whoopiiifj  Cou^h  .. 

0 

0 

6 Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

8 Measles 

0 

0 

9 Other  Infective  & Paiasibic  Diseases 

1 

2 

lU  MalifijnRnt  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

6 

9 

11  Malifrnant  Neoplasm,  Lunjr,  Bronchus 

2 

1 

12  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

0 

1 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

0 

(1 

14  Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

13 

17 

15  Leukajmia,  Aleuktemia 

0 

1 

16  Diabetes 

0 

1 

17  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

46 

43 

18  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

27 

12 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

5 

20  Other  Heart  Diseases 

23 

32 

21  Other  circulatory  Diseases 

11 

17 

22  Influetiza 

2 

0 

23  Pneumonia 

5 

3 

24  Bronchitis 

14 

6 

25  Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Svsteni 

3 

1 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

(1 

1 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

0 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

4 

1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

0 

30  Pregnane}’,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

0 

1 

31  Congenital  Malformations 

2 

3 

32  Other  Defined  .‘inil  Ill-defined  Di.-eases 

IS 

9 

33  Motor  V'ehicle  Accidents 

(1 

1 

34  All  Other  Accidents 

8 

1 

35  Suicide 

1 

0 

36  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

0 

0 

Total 

191 

168 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Disease: 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted 


Food  Poisoning 

notified 

1 

to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

148 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

16 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

• 33 

10 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

- 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notiiied  and 
deaths  recorded  from  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  during 


the  past  6 years. 


YEAR 

DIPHTHERIA 

SCARLET  FEVER 

1 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1949 

19 

— 

1 

1 

102 

— - 

1950 

6 

1 

55 

— 

1951 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1952 

4 

1 

43 

— 

1953 

2 

- — 

45 

— 

1954 

1 16 

— 

10 


y 

CO 


o 

3 

lO 


O' 


< 

CD 


y 

CD 


3 

0 

01 

CD 

3 

CD 


z 

o 


Oi 

09 

O' 


o 

(A 

CD 

09 

(/> 

CD 

(/> 


Q. 

C 


3 

(O 


3* 

CD 


CD 


z 

o 

H 


m 

o 

a 

c/> 

m 

> 

(/> 

m 

(/> 

o 

H 

X 


m 

X 

H 

X 

> 

Z 

H 

C 

OD 

m 

X 

o 

c 


o 

C/3 

O) 

O 

C 

33 

Z 

c. 


m 

-< 

m 


cn 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratorf 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

1 

F 

M 

F 

M 

1 

P 

0 to  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 to  5 years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

6 to  15  years 

2 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16  to  25  years 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26  to  35  years 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36  to  45  years 

2 

2 

i' 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

46  to  55  years 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

56  to  65  years 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

66  and  up 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

16 

13 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1954 


Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Cases 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

168 

135 

303 

1 

1 

105 

122 

227 

530 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  RECENT  YEARS. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 
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To  the  Chairmam  and  Members  of  the  Council: 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  much  ])leasure  in  submitting  my  Annual 
Kcpurt  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  your  area  lor  the  year 
1954. 


My  thanks  are  extended  to  the  staflf  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  assistance  in  making  1954  a year  of 
satisfactory  progress  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  support  throughout  the  year. 

1 am,  L.adies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


ARNOLD  CUMMINGS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


(1)  WATER  SUPPLY  : 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  are  the  principal 
suppliers  of  water  in  this  area  and  the  vast  majority  of 
houses  in  the  area  are  connected  to  their  mains.  No  houses 
are  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes  but  a few  isolated 
farms  and  cottages  are  dependent  upon  well  supplies.  A 
typical  analysis  of  a mains  supply  is  as  follows 


Physical  Examination 

Waskerley 

Tuns  tall 

Colour  Hazen  Units 

28-75 

40 

Turbidity 

Slight 

Slight 

Odour 

None 

None 

p H Value 

6.5  - 6.7 

6.7 

General  Chemical  Examination 

Parts 

per  million 

Total  Solids 

50- 100 

120 

Suspended  Solids 

Trace 

Trace 

Hardness  as  Ca  C03 

Carbonate  hardness 

Nil  - 1.8 

18.6 

Non-carbonate  hardness 

35.6  - 67.6 

50.0 

Total  Hardness 

35.6  - 69.4 

68.6 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

10.0  - 12.0 

11.5 

Nitrates  as  N 

0.31  -0.48 

0.13 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  N 

0.026  - 0.233 

0.05 

Albumoid  Ammonia  jas  N 

0.073  -0.135 

0.08 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

4 hrs  @ 27oC  as  0 

3.05  - 9.25 

5.86 

There  is  no  evidence  of 

plumbo  solvent  action  in  the 

water  supplied  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  14  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Newcastle.  The  majority  of  these  samples  were  concerned 
with  the  polluted  well  water  supply  at  the  Gamekeepers 
Cottage,  near  Page  Bank.  Despite  improvements  to  the 
house  drainage  and  the  pumping  out  of  the  well  by  the 
N.C.B.  Fire  Brigade,  the  pollution  did  not  abate  and  there- 
fore it  was  suggested  to  the  War  Office  that  tjic  house 
should  not  be  tenanted  in  the  absence  of  a proper  water 
supply.  The  house  was  subsequently  vacated  and  has  not 
been  re-let. 
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(2)  VISITS: 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  undertaken 
by  Officers  of  the  Department  during  the  year  in  iiursuit  of 
their  otficial  duties 


(1) 

Housing ’ (Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts) 

1601  visits 

(2) 

Housing  (Overcrowding) 

67  visits 

(3) 

W.C.  Ctmversions  and  defective 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

890  visits 

(4) 

Drainage 

238  visits 

(5) 

Water  Supply 

66  visits 

(6) 

Food  Premises 

178  visits 

(7) 

Shops  Act 

18  \isits 

(8) 

Dairies 

5 visits 

(9) 

Slaughter  Houses  (including  lisits 

made  when  inspecting  meat) 

922  visits 

(10) 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

2 visits  • 

(11) 

Factories  and  W^orkplaces 

71  visits  « 

(12) 

Keeping  of  Animals 

5 visits  ' 

(13) 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 

Receptacles 

20  visits 

(14) 

Offensive  accumulations 

6 visits  - 

(15) 

Smoke  Nuisances 

6 visits 

(3)  NUISANCES  & ETC. 

The  following  table  sln)ws  the  principal  nuisances  ^ 
dealt  with  during  the  year  by  means  of  notices 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Informal  Statutory  reiueilied-' 

Notices  served  Notices  served  after  notice  ■ 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

59 

13 

54 

(a)  hisutffcient 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Defective 

10 

2 

10 

Drainage 

24 

5 

25 

Water  Supply 

6 

2 

7 

Food  Premiscis 

5 



5 

Insanitary  Ash]iits  and  Receptacles 

1 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

2 

— 

1 

Pests  .^ct,  1949 

15 

— 

15 
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(4)  SCHOOLS 


Occasional  inspections  of  Schools  in  the  district 
were  made  in  connection  with  sanitary  accommodation  and 
washing  and  canteen  facilities.  No  nuisances  were  reported. 

(5)  CINEMAS  AND  PUBLIC  HALLS: 

Instpections  of  these  jpremiseis  were  ca*rijied  out 
during  ihe  year  and  appropriate  action  taken  where  defects 
occurred. 

The  unsatisfactory  and  inadequate  sanitary 
accommodation  at  the  Fir  Tree  Village  Hall  occasioned 
several  visits  and  interviews  with  the  trustees  concerned, 
without  any  real  progress  being  achieved. 

(6)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT: 

Smoke  pollution  continues  to  cause  little  appreciable 
nuisance  in  this  semi  rural  area.  Nuisances  from  burning 
rubbish  and  smoking  house  chimneys  have  received  attention, 
as  they  have  occurred. 

(7)  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS; 

During  the  12  months  ending  31st  December,  1954, 
900  dwcllinghouses  and  454  shops  and  agricultural  properties 
were  inspected.  Out  of  these,  221  houses  and  41  Hiops  and 
other  jiremises  were  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and/or  mice 
and  treatment  was  carried  out  accordingly.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  treatment  of  domestic  property  but  shops  and 
agricultural  hereditaments  are  treated  on  a cost  plus  super- 
vision basis. 


(8)  HOUSING: 

Housing  inspections  have  again  figured  prominently 
in  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
department.  Preparation  for  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
programme  involved  a rapid  survey  of  the  housing  of  the 
area,  resulting  in  recommendations  being  made  to  the  Health 
Committee  in  November,  1954. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  in  rehousing  the 
tenants  of  the  existing  condemned  houses  but  the  unsightlv 
condition  in  which  most  of  the  sites  have  been  left  after 
demolition  must  be  deplored. 
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So  far  as  repair  work  is  concerned,  the  majority  of 
property  owners  have  been  willing  to  comply  w'ith  notices 
of  defects  but  in  some  cases  a great  deal  of  persuasion  and 
interviewing  has  been  necessary  to  achieve  the.  desired 
result.  Wherever  the  opportunity  occurs  efforts  are  made 
to  persuade  owners  to  convert  their  baek  to  back  properties 
into  through  houses  and  advice  is  given  on  the  best  methods 
of  effecting  the  conversion.  Various  owners  have  consulted 
the  department  on  the  modernisation  of  their  properties  and 
the  provision  of  desirable  amenities. 

Many  visits  have  Iteen  made  during  the  year  to  the 
premises  of  applicants  lor  rehousing  in  connection  with 
overcrowding,  measurement  of  rooms,  and  standards  of 
cleanliness. 

(9)  SHOP  AND  FOOD  PREMISES: 

Numerous  visits  have!  been  paid  to  shops  and  food 
pre]>aring  premises  throughout  the  district.  Tlie  standand 
of  these  premises  is,  on  the  whole,  quite  satisfactory  and 
informal  action  has  sufficed  to  deal  with  whatever  complaints 
have  arisen. 

The  following  premises  in  the  area  are  concerned 
with  the  manufacture  aml/or  retailing  of  food 

167  Shops 

2 Stalls 

20  Restaurants,  Hotel  Kitchens  and  Canteens 

1 1 Bakehouses 

2 Food  Factories 

14  Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  sausages  or  preserv'ed  and 
etc.,  food 

3 Premises  for  the  manfacture  and  sale  of  ice 
cream 

27  Milk  Distributors 

2 applications  for  licences  to  retail  ice  cream  have 
been  granted  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  premises 
registered  for  this  purpose  is  now'  55. 

26  applications  for  renewal  licences  to  retail 
luistenrised  milk  were  granted  during  the  year,  and  no  new 
liienoes  were  issued  for  'the  sale  of  this  tvpe  of  milk. 
16  litciiscs  w'cre  also  issued  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 
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(10)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES: 

Some  indication  of  the  extra  work  involved  in  meat 
inspection  is  given  by  the  fact  that  922  visits  were  made  to 
such  premises,  17  slaughterhouses  were  registered  for  the 
purpose  of  slaughtering  and  the  state  of  cleanliness  generally 
prevailing  was  quite  satisfactory. 

(11)  FOOD  & ETC.  CONDEMNED; 

During  the  year,  1 ton,  13  cwt.  3st.  71b.  of  fresh 
meat,  and  1 ton,  7 cwt.  5st.  101b.  of  miscellaneous  tinned 
foods  and  loose  provisions  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

(12)  W.C.  CONVERSIONS: 

During  the  year,  127  conversions  from  ash  closets  to 
the  water  carriage  system  took  place.  The  comparative 
figure  for  1952  was  64  conversions  and  for  1953  was  203 
conversions.  The  average  cost  of  each  conversion  was  in 
the  region  of  £30  to  £35. 

(13)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING: 

Figures  are  for  the  period  1/4/54  to  31/3/55. 


Statistics:- 


Number  of  premises  cleansed 

• • • 

8,972 

Number  of  collections 

• • • 

699,816 

Total  Refuse  Collected 

• • • 

29,858  tons 

Yield  per  domestic  dwelling 

. • • 

3.327  tons 

Average  Haul  to  Tip 

• . • 

2 miles 

Number  of  Tips 

« • • 

7 

Number  of  Men  Employed  (average) 

• • • 

40 

Number  of  Vehicles  Employed 

14 

Costs  :- 

Collection 

Disposal  Total 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s,  d. 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure) 

per  ton  9 3 

4 6 

13  9 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  510 

246 

756 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises  1543 

744 

2287 

20 


'Phc  increasing  number  of  premises  given  a twice 
weekly  collc/ction  and  the  labour  involved  in  clearing  coal 
stones  are  reflected  in  the  costs  of  the  service. 

Salvage  collections  were  interrupted  by  the  burning 
down  of  the  storage  hut  at  West  Koddymoor  on  28th  August, 
1954,  but  the  monthly  average  up  to  that  date  was  almost 
6 tons  resulting  in  an  income  of  i244  5s  lid.  for  the  period. 


